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Advisory Committee for Distance Education  
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Member Present: 

Amanda Sauchuck  Roger Griffith  David Ayersman Anna Marie Fuda 

Ralph Payne   Rahni Borders  Shirley Davis  Donna Lewis 

Karen Carter-Harvey  Bruce Sneidman Dr. Amy DeSonia Brian Testerman 

 

Blackboard Collaborate: 

Ralph spoke on the training that they provided. Recordings from the first training is now available. The 

invitation to the second meeting will be sent today, for Friday. There are now two standing committees 

of the Academic Council who will now use Blackboard collaborate for meetings as well as classroom. 

Blackboard Collaborate is an online collaboration platform/classroom. It provides an interactive 

experience that allows user to share videos, audios, power points, etc. Ralph will develop training for all 

faculty. 

Tegrity: 

Ralph discussed the resistance from faculty over this program. It is used as a tool that can be used for 

proctoring and test centers. It is just another way to ensure the integrity of your testing while using 

Blackboard. The training is available online. Ralph is prepared to develop a workshop for training. Dr. 

DeSonia would like to form a small group to look at the benefits of this program. Bruce will put it on the 

agenda for the next faculty senate session. Ralph also mentions that it is a great tool for lecture capture 

and recording as well. Bruce provides suggestions to “sell” this program to faculty. 

Lynda.Campus: 

Lynda is a tool that is a training for Blackboard use, for on the job training, and video tutorials for 

technical skills on different subjects, etc. Ralph notes that the faculty that have used this tool to learn 

Blackboard have had no issues with their courses. Bruce suggests Ralph use the “testimonials” of those 

who  

Turnitin.com: 

Will be replaced by Safe Assign which will save $5500. 

Respondus: 

Dave discusses the lack of use of this product. Due to budget concerns and that it was only used for   

teach out of the medical assisting program, it may no longer be necessary, and will save another $5200. 

 



Bylaws: 

Quorum was established. Motioned by Karen Carter-Harvey, second by Amanda Sauchuck. Bylaws were 

unanimously voted in. 

Committee Vacancy: 

Nancy Wemm and Joanna Perry have removed themselves. However, Nancy suggested Lisa Brewer to 

take her place. Bruce suggests that we nominate faculty now to have them prepared for fall semester. 

Dr. DeSonia discusses the penalty of not participating in institutional service, which could be no overload 

and could impede promotion. We need a candidate to represent the Technical and Workforce. Lisa 

Carter receives the nomination. Deepak Pant and Scott McClanahan are nominated in the Division of 

Language Arts.  

Peer Review Update/QM: 

Ralph has suggested that he would like a summer retreat to review some of the distance education 

courses according to the Quality Matters review system. There have been faculty that have completed a 

self-review and found areas of opportunities within their own classes.  

 

Next meeting set for August or early September. 

 

 


